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SAC Lawsuit Filing Dela yed
The filing of the lawsuit against the Plumas NF Travel Management Plan (TMP) has been
delayed. Sierra Access Coalition and the California Off-Road Vehicle Association have
been working with Butte and Plumas Counties on a lawsuit against the Plumas NF TMP.
Our attorney has written the final complaint which the plaintiffs have approved. The next
step is filing.
SAC has learned that timing is everything, especially when it comes to filing a lawsuit. Taking on the expense and responsibility of a lawsuit has to be done when the time is right and
all parties are ready to take on the hard work associated with being a plaintiff. Right now,
Butte County is trying once again to negotiate with the Forest Service, trying their best to
address their residents’ concerns, to give the agency one final chance to get it right. SAC
supports these efforts in the recognition that Butte County is our partner in the lawsuit, and
as such, it is in everyone’s best interest to work together.
It is difficult to find the patience to wait, but during this time we are continuing to document
problems and issues related to motorized access to the Plumas NF. To this end, we need your help.
SAC is asking for your help to document Forest Service unwillingness to work on access issues since the implementation of the
Travel Management Plan in 2010. For example, SAC has continued to try to work with the Plumas NF on several issues:



The Forest Service is proposing a national “Categorical Exclusion” to NEPA for closing roads. If this is approved, the FS will
only be required to ask for public comment, but there is no regulation about what they need to do with the comments. The
Categorical Exclusion may also remove the public’s right to appeal the decision to decommission roads. See page 4 for
more information.



The FS made a commitment to SAC to do mixed-use studies on 7 routes. Two of those routes (Bagley Pass and a portion of
the Sloat-McRae Road) were made a lower maintenance level, which allows green sticker vehicle use. However, the other 5
routes were either denied or just simply disregarded. After making the commitment to SAC, we have now been told there is
no one on the Plumas NF who is trained to do mixed-use studies. This was not a good faith effort on their part.



The public has asked for groomed snowmobile trails around Lake Davis, which would increase tourism and recreation. Instead the FS says their Preferred Alternative is to have a groomed trail up Jackson Creek near Cromberg, which is low elevation southern exposure and doesn’t have enough snow to groom most of the year which would leave the groomer stranded. The public comments are not being taken seriously.



The FS Schedule of Proposed Actions, which is a list of future projects, calls road decommissioning and road closure projects “Transportation Planning” or “Road Management”. So it is difficult for the public to identify projects that propose to
close roads.



Last year the Forest Supervisor said advance notices of all proposed road decommissioning would be sent to SAC so the
information could be sent out to members. To date, none have been sent to us, yet there are several ongoing projects with
road decommissioning. They are not following through with the commitments they made.



There are major mistakes on the Motor Vehicle Use Map, such as the Four Trees Road which encourages trespass, but the
FS is not willing to correct them until July 2013.



The FS has promised to schedule meetings with SAC to discuss items such as future road closures and the major errors on
the Motor Vehicle Use Map, but these meetings never happen.

There are numerous examples of the FS continuing their pattern of not working with SAC, the public, and the counties.
While SAC is very frustrated with the delay in filing our lawsuit, we believe Butte County is doing what is right to represent their
citizens and to protect their right to access the forest. We hope Butte County will rejoin us so we can file the litigation in the very
near future.
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Sled Wars Jul y 21 in Quinc y
`The Second Annual Quincy Sled Wars
Snowmobile Grass Drags will be in Quincy
on July 21 at the Plumas-Sierra County Fairgrounds.
SAC will be running the beer booth to
raise money for our Legal Defense Fund.
If you’re interested in helping in the beer
booth, contact Laurie Fisher at mazy1952@yahoo.com. Thank you for your
help and support.
The event will be held at the grandstands this
year. As part of the show, the LIVFAST freestyle motocross team will be performing.
There will be food, beer, and family fun including a vintage snowmobile show and
shine.
We’ll see you there!

Search and Rescue Holds Trail Ride Fundraiser Jul y 14
Plumas County Search and Rescue will hold it’s second annual All-Terrain
Vehicle Poker Run Saturday, July 14. The route is 35 miles in length and
contained within the Plumas NF. The run will stage at the Four Corners
first aid station, off Quincy Junction Road. There are five stations along
the scenic trail, which include Massack Creek, Argentine Lookout, King
Solomon, Rhinehart Meadows, and Mount Hough Lookout.
The event features three poker hands for cash prizes that will be awarded
from the entry fees. The event also features many prize drawings.
Helmets and green stickers are required. The cost to participate in this
event is $35 per rider. Participants may pre-register online at
http://www.plumassar.org/activities.html or mail their applications to PO
Box 1774, Quincy CA 95971. Registration is also allowed at the event.
Proceeds beyond the cash prize awards will benefit the nonprofit Search
and Rescue organization.

USFS “On Top” Project Proposes to Decommission Roads
The Plumas NF is asking for public comments on the Draft Environmental Analysis for the “On Top Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project”, which is located in the Bucks Lake area, from Soapstone Hill on the west, to Mt. Ararat on the east. As part of this project,
6 miles of roads are proposed for decommissioning. Click here for more information and click here for a map. SAC has submitted
comments on this project asking for several of the roads to remain open for public use. Send your comments to sierraaccess@digitalpath.com and we will voice your concerns to the Forest Service.

Page 4

July 2012

Categorical Exclusions to NEP A:
Road Decommissioning proposal eliminates public rights
The Forest Service is proposing a nationwide rule that will eliminate some of
the rights the public currently has to
challenge forest activities. Click here
to read the official proposal which
gives the Forest Service power to do
the following three activities with significantly less public involvement:
1.

2.
3.

Restore the flow of waters into
natural channels and floodplains
by removing water control structures, such as dikes, ditches, culverts and pipes;
Restore lands and habitat to predisturbance conditions;
Restore lands occupied by roads
and trails to natural conditions.

Item 1 could allow the FS to change
flow of water that would impact ranchers and other water users downstream
of forest lands without thorough analysis. The proposed wording of the CE
includes giving the FS the power to
“remove dams, dikes, water valves,
gates, fences, and other structures”.
Item 2 would allow the FS to restore
lands to “pre-disturbance” conditions,
but there is no definition of what “predisturbance” conditions are.
Item 3 would allow the FS to decommission roads with little to no public
involvement.
The Categorical Exclusion (CE) to the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) would require the FS to scope
for public comment on road closures,
which on the Plumas NF is typically
done in the form of a legal notice in the
Quincy newspaper.
For a CE, there is no requirement in
NEPA that directs what the Forest Service must do with public comments.
Under the proposed CE, no analysis is
required for a road closure project.
This would include analysis for recreation use, threatened and endangered
species, archaeological sites, and oth-

er resources. Under NEPA, the
public can not challenge the decision itself—they can only challenge
that the analysis was not done
properly. The CE eliminates the
requirement for an analysis, so neither the public or the counties have
grounds to challenge a proposed
road closure, challenging a change
in flows of water, or challenging
restoration of lands to predisturbance conditions.
The CE could take away the right for
the public to appeal the decision for
any of the three listed categories.
There was a court decision in March
2012 (Sequoia Forestkeeper vs
Thomas Tidwell) that may change
procedures for CEs in the future, but
the process is unclear at this point..
SAC believes to retain the agency’s
integrity and transparency during
the decision making process, the
public must have full disclosure and
notification of road decommissioning
projects, the right to make meaningful comments that will be answered
by the agency, and the right to appeal the decision. In order to accomplish this under current regulations, the decision making document
cannot be a CE.
A full analysis is necessary to assess future road uses, such as:








Future timber operations that
may require existing roads;
Rural county economies that
rely on tourism and forest recreation that relies on trails and
roads such as hunting, hiking,
horseback riding, fishing, camping, bicycling, and motorized
recreation;
Archaeological or tribal sacred
sites that may not be known by
the individual who is performing
the road or trail decommissioning activities.
Retain access to public lands
for the disabled and elderly.



Impacts to threatened and
endangered species during
decommissioning activities.

This proposal further undermines
the integrity of the Forest Service
by eliminating transparency and
public involvement in the decision
making process. Roads and trails
are necessary for a variety of uses,
which may not always apparent to
the Forest Service, including:
















Recreation
Firewood gathering
Ranching
Horseback Riding
Hiking
Mining
Camping
Fishing
Hunting
Rockhounding
Future Logging Operations
Firefighting
Evacuation of injured
firefighters
Search and Rescue

These, and other forest uses, are
guaranteed to the public by the
Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of
1960. The public’s right to access
to their own public lands must be
safeguarded. When road closures
are proposed, the agency’s transparency is essential so the public is
aware of the proposals that affect
them, are able to easily comment
on the closures, and have the right
to appeal the agency’s decision.
SAC has written a comment letter
to the Forest Service Washington
Office objecting to this use of a CE
for all of these three categories,
particularly for road decommissioning. The letter is currently being
reviewed by the SAC Steering
Committee and will be published
on SAC’s website in mid-July.
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OHVers and Snowmobilers: Lake Davis Winter/Summer Recreation Proposal
The Forest Service is seeking public input
for the development of winter and summer recreation in the Lake Davis area.
To date there have been two public meetings. The next meeting will be July 31.
Local businesses are very involved in the
planning process, and the public should
also voice their ideas and concerns. Supervisor Terry Swofford has been attending public meetings and the Plumas
County Coordination Council is becoming
involved in the project planning.
Two options for groomed snowmobile
trails have been developed. At the last
public meeting, the Forest Service stated
their “Preferred Alternative” is to groom

from Hwy 70 up Jackson Creek (near
Cromberg), which is southern exposure and doesn’t have deep snow
through the season. In contract, the
public’s preference is to build a
grooming shed at Lake Davis and
groom around the lake, north over
Bagley Pass, and possibly down to
the lower elevations of Chalet View
Lodge and Jackson Creek, as snow
conditions permit. The FS is not very
supportive of grooming around the
lake due to three pairs of bald eagles
who nest there in the winter. A Forest
Order will be issued for the west side
of the lake to keep snowmobiles out of
the areas between the main road and
the shoreline.

Concurrently, there is also a plan
being developed for summer use in
the Lake Davis/Jackson Creek area.
SAC is also asking the public to propose summer routes, whether motorized or non-motorized, for the area.
SAC is currently working on mapping
some trails systems and will be proposing connecting the Mt Hough
trails (see the article below) with trails
in the Lake Davis area to provide a
continuous ride. Please send us
your ideas and locations of trails you
would like to see built or maintained
for use.

Mt. Hough/South Park Trails Proposal
The public scoping period for the Mt
Hough/South Park Trails is over.
The area known as “South Park”,
which is generally located between
Chandler Road and the Cascades
on Spanish Creek is being proposed as a non-motorized trail system to be set aside for bicycles,
equestrians, and hikers.
In exchange for this non-motorized
area, Ranger Mike Donald has
agreed to create a new motorized
trail system on Mt. Hough, from the
railroad tracks above Chandler
Road northwest, to Crystal Lake,
Taylorsville, east to Grizzly Ridge
and down Grizzly Ridge to Squirrel
Creek. The trail system can be
accessed from the Quincy side of
Mt. Hough as well as from the Taylorsville side. The long-term vision
for the trail system is to connect it to
Lake Davis, which would be an incredible ride.

However, the road that connects the
Brady’s Camp area to the Walker Mine
area remains closed to green sticker
vehicles. This was a critical part of the
project which has been denied by the
FS. SAC will be discussing this issue
with Ranger Mike Donald.

A RAC grant has been approved for
some trail work this year. In addition,
the Forest Service has already applied for another OHV grant to fund
the remaining trail work next year, if
the environmental analysis is completed and signed.
Click here to view the project map.
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Statewide
CORVA is Working for OHVers —Join CORV A Now!
Calling all off-roaders, hunters, houndsmen, 4-wheelers: This year the California
Off-Road Vehicle Association (CORVA)
has been there for everyone throughout
California, from WEMO to Clear Creek,
the Rubicon to Pismo. CORVA will be
litigating the Plumas NF Travel Management Plan along with Plumas County,
Butte County and SAC. They are supporting us, now they need you - JOIN NOW,
DONATE NOW, so CORVA can KEEP
OFF-ROAD ON TRAIL in California. Go to
www.corva.org to join or send a donation.
Donations can be earmarked for SAC’s
Legal Defense Fund, if desired.
CORVA is a varied group of outdoor recreationists who are extremely active in
promoting the positive aspects of vehicular access on public lands and protecting
that right.
CORVA is composed of many owners of
street legal and "Green Sticker" vehicles
such as ATV's, motorcycles, 3-wheelers,
trail bikes, and dune buggies, as well as
4X4 vehicles, dual sport motorcycles, bajas, and desert racers. Plus many others

Recreation, Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Program
from the user's standpoint. They
provide a valuable resource to land
managers in the form of dedicated
OHV enthusiasts who believe in responsible vehicular access.

that use access for; hunting, rockhounding, bird watching, fishing and others activities.
CORVA's main purpose is to work with
the land managers for responsible offhighway vehicular access and recreation
opportunities. Secondarily, they educate
their membership on the constantly
changing rules and regulations and promote clean-up and trail maintenance projects.
CORVA is very active in the political arena and contributes to a lobbyist in Sacramento. They work closely with the State
Department of Parks and

CORVA is active at all levels of the
land management public process with
both the BLM and the USFS. They
do this by commenting on environmental documents on as many issues
as possible and maintaining close
relationships with personnel in the
field as well as the staff.
They coordinate with other multiple
use organizations ranging from snowmobiles to horse enthusiasts to protect multiple use rights from the environmental extremists. CORVA is
"dedicated to protecting our lands for
the people, not from the people."

Sierra Access Coalition on Facebook
Check out Sierra Access Coalition’s group on Facebook. The Plumas Dirt Riders Club
also has a page on Facebook.
If you have items you’d like us to post on Facebook or on SAC’s website
www.sierraaccess.com let us know. Email your news or suggestions to sierraaccess@digitalpath.net.

